Golden Grove Gazette

Vision Statement:
We see a Jesus-orientated church having a passion for the Gospel and
compassion for the world expressed through dynamic worship, love in action,
the empowering of the servant leaders and the growing of disciples.

Keeping in touch with the G.G.U.C. family

http://goldengroveuniting.org.au

Sunday, 2nd December, 2018
Reverend Jonathan Button can be contacted on
0467 683 333 or j.button@bigpond.com

First Sunday in Advent

Preacher: Jonathan

Theme: Shaken, Not Disturbed

Scripture Reading: Psalm 25: 15-22 and Luke 21: 25-36
I am available in the event of emergencies at any time, but other than that would appreciate
not receiving calls on Wednesdays, where possible, as this is my day off.

Church Telephone Number:

Preacher:
Leader (am):
Leader (pm):
Welcome:
Duty Elder:
Reader:
Musician:
Stewards:
Manager:
Crèche:
Kidz Connect:
Morning Tea:
Audio:
Visual:
Cleaning:

8251 4298

This Week’s Roster

Next Week’s Roster

2nd December, 2018

9th December, 2018

Jonathan
Jonathan
Tyndale Christian School
Sylvia
Richardt
Barbara
Heather
Cath & Sheila
Jim
Julia
Kathryn
Chris S., Michelle & Myra
Jim
Kay
Chris, Graham, Sandy &
Trevor

Preacher:
Leader (am):
Leader (pm):
Welcome:
Duty Elder:
Reader:
Musician:
Stewards:
Managers:
Crèche:
Kidz Connect:
Morning Tea:
Audio:
Visual:
Cleaning:

Jonathan
Jonathan
Jonathan
Tina
Richardt
Sylvia
Barbara
Graham & Max
Max & Jim
Sarah B.
Eileen
Michelle, Ray, Peter &
Yvonne
Jim
James
**********

Volunteers for Day of Prayer
As we all know, on the second Thursday of each month
we hold a Day of Prayer in the sanctuary. We are
desperate for more volunteers to devote an hour each
month to sitting in the sanctuary for prayer. Would
you please see Ray if you are able to assist? You will
be an answer to a prayer. May God continue to bless all
volunteers.

Mission Statement: To draw people
to our Lord Jesus Christ
and nurture them through our church
First Sunday in Advent
Do we ever expect that something extraordinary will happen when we go to church for
worship? We know the routine, right? We stand. We sing. We sit. We confess, pray, listen,
and give. We leave, and come back and repeat. Given the predictability of public worship,
the experience can become brittle or even meaningless.
Sometimes we tinker with the order of service and introduce new stuff. We do what is
necessary to keep up with the times. Importantly, we want to clear a path so that
encounters with God come easily and are relatable, even fun.
On this first Sunday of Advent, amid the ugliness and the beauty of our contemporary
world, God shows up because God wills it to be so. And in Luke ’ s Gospel, God shows up
through a teenage mother, and then her baby sleeping in a trough for livestock. A God like
this is liable to show up anywhere.
Jesus declares that he is coming again and the heavens will be shaken. Look up. Raise
your heads. Your redemption is coming. Be on guard, be alert, pray. This advent of the Son
of God will bring the justice and beauty that we and the entire created order crave.
Witness the ugliness around us and declare its temporary nature. Experience the beauty
surrounding us and know that it will fill the earth. Your redemption is coming. Expect
something extraordinary in worship today.
( R ev. Gordon )

Today’s Hymns and Songs

Roster: First Quarter: 2019
The compiling of the first roster for next year can be a trauma for its
compilers, if they do not know when congregants are taking a well
earned holiday break. Therefore, could you please let Cath or Jim
know by Sunday, 9th December, if you are not going to be available
at any particular times during January, February or March? Thanks
very much.

Ancient of Days

(Praise and Worship 711)

Lord, I lift Your Name on High

(Praise and Worship 736)

Lo, He comes with clouds descending

(Australian Hymn Book 201)

Sing we the King who is coming to reign
Volunteers for the Cleaning Roster

Joy to the world!

Are you handy with a mop and bucket, a feather duster or a vacuum
cleaner, and do you enjoy the fellowship of working in a team of four?
Then we have just the job for you, cleaning our beloved church four or
five times per year. Would you please see Cath, if you are able to
assist? Thanks very much.

(New Creation HB 136)

(New Creation Hymn Book 60)

Shout to the north
Light one candle

(Getty Hymn Book)

(Together in Song 286)

Christmas Blessings from Heather Bastian

NOTICE TO ALL CONVENERS
As the Annual General Meeting is being held on Sunday,
24th February, 2019, after Worship, could I please have
all Conveners’ reports no later than Sunday, 3rd
February, by e-mail to:

Heather has sent us a lovely card with a beautiful message. Please read the card at your
convenience. It is pinned up on the notice board in the hall.

Some Reminders
•

There is no evening service tonight. Instead, we are all welcome to attend the
Tyndale Christian School’s Community Carols Service, with a pre-programme,
beginning at 5.00 pm, followed by the official programme at 7.00 pm. The
celebrities attending include Kathryn Button and Marina Prior.

•

Jo makes sure that we have a constant supply of various sizes of batteries.
However, she cannot be held responsible if the battery you need is not there in the
cupboard. That is why it is important to let Jo know when you have used any
batteries, so that she is able to replace them in good time. Thank you.

•

The white recycling bin in the kitchen is for recycling, obviously. However, if you
have cans and bottles that can be used to swell the church coffers, just leave them
(rinsed) next to the bin. It would be appreciated if group leaders could empty the
bin, after an activity, into the yellow bin outside, rather than leave the white one
overflowing. Thank you very much.

catherine.mckechnie@bigpond.com .
Thanks in advance, Cath.

“The Church is the one institution that exists for those outside it.”
William Tyndale (1494-1536)
(He was the first person to translate the Bible into English. He was executed for heresy.)

Dates for our December Diaries
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

First Sunday in Advent (HOPE): Sunday, 2nd December
ESTIA WORSHIP SERVICE: Monday, 3rd December: 2.00 pm
Estia’s Christmas Twilight Fête: Wednesday, 5th December: 6.00 pm
Women’s Fellowship: Thursday, 6th December: 12.30 pm
Wedding: Saturday, 8th December
Second Sunday in Advent (PEACE): Sunday, 9th December
Church Picnic: Sunday, 9th December: 12.30 pm
Elders and Church Council Meeting: Tuesday, 11th December: 7.00 pm
Day of Prayer: Thursday, 13th December: 8.00 am to 6.00 pm
Last Day of Term Four: Friday, 14th December
Third Sunday in Advent (JOY): Sunday, 16th December
Carols Service: Wednesday, 19th December: 7.00 pm (Shared Supper)
Southern Summer Solstice: Saturday, 22nd December: 8.53 am
Fourth Sunday in Advent (LOVE): Sunday, 23rd December
Christmas Eve Service: Monday, 24th December: 6.00 pm ( Café)
Christmas Day Service: Tuesday, 25th December: 9.00 am
Blue Christmas: Date to be advised

Dates for our 2019 Diaries
•
•

Jonathan’s Annual Leave: from 26th December, 2018 to 27th January,
2019
Annual General Meeting: Sunday, 24th February, 2019: after Worship

Carols Service: Wednesday, 19th December: 7.00 pm
It is our custom at Golden Grove that, after the Carols Service, we have a
shared supper. Therefore, once again we ask if you could please bring a
plate of food to share on the night.
Thanks and blessings, Cath.

HOPE,
PEACE.,
JOY,
and LOVE

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS
Once again, with your help, we will be collecting food to make up Christmas
food hampers for the two schools we support through the Pastoral Care
Workers. They are Danielle McAllister from Banksia Park Primary School
and Louise Finch from Greenwith Primary School.
Estia Nursing Home has already started collecting food for us in order to
assist with this outreach programme.
Over the next few weeks, bins will be situated on
the back tables in the hall for you to leave any
donations for this special cause to feed families
over Christmas. Or, you could even donate a small
children’s gift to put a smile on a family’s faces over
Christmas.
The last day for donations will be Sunday, 9th December.
Thank you for your wonderful support and generosity over the past
several years.

Advent Friend
Yes; it’s that time of year again, back by overwhelming, popular demand.
What does it mean?
For four weeks during Advent, if you participate, you will be given the
name of a member of the congregation (you keep it a secret until the
last Sunday in Advent). Each week it is suggested that you buy, make,
or send a little note relating to the theme for the Sunday,
e.g. HOPE, PEACE, JOY and LOVE.
Someone will be given your name, and he or she will do something for you.
When does Advent begin?
2nd December, and then for a further three weeks: 9th December,
16th December and 23rd December.
How can I participate?

Women’s Fellowship Christmas Lunch
Thursday, 6th December
Somerset Hotel

12.30 pm

505 Bridge Road

Write your name on the sheet in the hall and on Sunday,
25th November, you will be given your secret Advent Friend’s name.

Para Hills

I need to have an accurate list (which is on the hall table)
of the names of all the ladies, who will be joining us on
this mouth-watering occasion, by 2nd December, at the latest.

What do we do at the end of Advent?
On Sunday, 23rd, when you give your final gift, note, etcetera, you will
write your name on it so that the person knows from whom it has come.

Please remember to put down the names of all
your most welcome friends who will be chaperoning you at the event.

Looking forward to many of you
joining in.

Could you please bring your Secret Pal present to the lunch, as we shall
not be returning to the church afterwards?
Thanks and blessings, Eileen (Convener)

Sandy Walker

Activities Leaders to Contact
Kidz Club: James Ross-Naylor and Katherine McDonald
KYB (Know Your Bible): Joan Checkley
mainly music: Sandy Walker
Men’s Bible Study: Jonathan Button
Mission and Wider Work: Coral Larcombe
Music Worship Service: Mark Ross-Naylor
Philippines: Gordon Cooksey
Schools Ministry: John Wheatcroft
12UP: Sarah Baeker
Women’s Fellowship: Eileen Stapleton
Working Bees: Max Reed
Youth Alpha: Lucinda and Richardt Wilkinson
Pastoral Care Worker Coordinators
Banksia Park Primary School:
Greenwith Primary School:

Barbara Collins

THE POWER OF PRAYER

PRAYERS AT SUNDAY WORSHIP

On Sunday mornings, before Worship, if you require and need some quiet time for
prayer, you can meet in the meeting room in the hall from 9.00 am to 10.00am.
After Worship, if you would like prayers, there will be people sitting at the front of
the Church who would be more than happy to pray with you for either yourself or
for loved ones. If you need healing, or if there is any other issue for which you
may need prayer, there will be someone available to share with, and pray for,
you.
However, if you feel that you want some time to yourself, please just sit in the
pew without rushing into the hall for a time of fellowship.

Chris Holroyd

THE PRAYER CHAIN
What’s on at Golden Grove Uniting Church?
Sunday – 10.00 am
Sunday – 6.00 pm
Monday – 10.00 am
Monday – 2.00 pm
Tuesday - 9.00 am
Tuesday -10.30 am
Tuesday – 1.30 pm
Wednesday - 7.00 pm
Thursday - 8.00 am
Thursday -10.00 am
Thursday – 1.00 pm
Thursday - 6.45 pm
Friday – 9.30 am
Saturday – 8.00 am
Saturday – 6.30 pm
Saturday – 7.00 pm

Worship and Children’s Programme
Sunday Night Music Worship Service
KYB – Know Your Bible Women’s Bible Study
Worship at Estia Aged Care (monthly)
Men’s Fellowship at Soul Café
Men’s Bible Study
Craft Group
Alpha Course
Day of Prayer (second Thursday of each month)
Men’s Bible Study
Women’s Fellowship (monthly)
Men’s Bible Study
mainly music (for 0-5 years old)
Working Bee (monthly)
Kidz Club (first Saturday of each month)
12UP (third Saturday of each month)

Mission and Wider Work - Fundraising for Mission,
in Australia and overseas (as advised)

Please contact Sarah Cooksey, if you wish to have someone’s
name placed on the prayer chain. If Sarah is not available,
please contact Andrew MacTier.

MONTHLY PRAYER

There is also a day of prayer,
held on the second Thursday of
every month,
in the sanctuary,
from 8.00 am to 6.00 pm.

MISSION AND WIDER WORK
FUND RAISING FOR 2018

